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P
ope Francis has sent a message to Cardinal
Vincent Nichols on learning of the terrorist attack
in Westminster.

Dear Cardinal Nichols,

Deeply saddened to learn of the loss of life and of the injuries caused
by the attack in central London. His Holiness pope Francis expresses
his prayerful solidarity with all those affected by this tragedy.
Commending those who have died to the loving mercy of Almighty
God, His Holiness invokes divine strength and peace upon their
grieving families and he assures the nation of his prayers at this time.

Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the Holy Father’s Secretary of State, added:
“We join the Holy Father in praying for the repose of the souls of those
who died: PC Keith Palmer, Kurt Cochran, a visitor from America, and
Aysha Frade who was on her way to collect her two children from St
Mary of Angels School in Bayswater. 

“We pray for those who have been injured and whose lives will never
be the same after this tragedy. We give thanks for the bravery and
courage of those who prevented even more tragedy as well as those
who cared for the injured and the dying. No doubt every parish and
member of the Catholic community  in this Diocese of Cardiff will hold
all those who suffered in their thoughts and prayers at Mass this
Sunday and in the days to come.

“Whatever the motives behind such an atrocity, the words of Cardinal
Nichols are particularly appropriate:

“Let our voice be one of prayer, of compassionate solidarity, and of
calm. All who believe in God, Creator and Father of every person, will
echo this voice, for faith is not a problem to  be solved, but a strength
and a foundation on which we depend”. 

Your editor writes: I spent a good part of my Civil Service career in
Parliament, working for ministers including Tony Blair and David
Blunkett. Westminster is the heart and soul of our democracy and to
see it as a murderous site for fanaticism breaks my heart. But, in
common with many other people it also hardens my heart against
fanatics who would try and break down our democratic system for their
own twisted ends.

Having been brought up in a multi-racial city, and having Muslim
schoolfriends, I know that those who claim that they are true Muslims
are deluding themselves. We, in this archdiocese, have seen people of
all religions working together under the banner of Citizens Cymru, an
organisation working together for social justice and the common good. 

This was launched in October 2014, with the full support of our
Archbishop, and at its inaugural meeting had a founding assembly of
700 people from over 100 organisation with goals including tackling
poverty and inequality, encouraging our various communities to
welcome each other, and ensuring a fair day’s pay for a fair day’s work.

Late last year young students from our Catholic schools visited
Westminster, walking through the same courtyard where PC Keith
Palmer was brutally stabbed to death, trying to do his protective duty. I
am sure that these young students would have been deeply affected
by the terrorist event.

But I am also confident that they would join the Holy Father and
Cardinal Parolin in giving thanks for the bravery and courage of those
who cared for the injured and the daying and would add their prayers
for the families affected by this outrageous act.

Pope Francis – “Deeply saddened on
Westminster
tragedy”

Please contact Admissions to arrange a visit: 02920 778936
www.stjohnscollegecardiff.com  

Estyn Inspection Report - ‘Excellent’ 

Supporting the Archdiocese and worship in the Metropolitan Cathedral of St David 

St John’s College, Cardiff
A leading independent day school for boys & girls aged 3-18

Choir School to St David’s Metropolitan Cathedral

Top School in Wales in The Sunday Times ‘Parent Power’

Charity No. 701294

Nursery & Infants   •   Juniors   •   Seniors   •   Sixth Form

Late last year senior
students from Catholic

schools visited
Westminster and Big
Ben overlooking the

Palace Yard, the site of
PC Palmer’s murder.
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ARCHBISHOP 
GEORGE’S 
ENGAGEMENTS

APRIL 2017

Thursday 6 Cardiff Deanery Station Mass, St. David’s College 
7pm

Friday 7 Senior School Assembly, St. John’s College 
Cardiff 9.45am
Junior School Assembly St. John’s College Cardiff 
11.30am
Lenten Lunch and Talk, The Cornerstone 1.30pm

Sunday 9 Blessing and Distribution of Palms, St. David’s 
Cathedral 11.00am

Wednesday 12 Chrism and Renewal of Priestly Vows, St. David’s 
Cathedral 11.30am

Thursday 13 Mass of the Lord,s Supper, St. David’s Cathedral 
6.30pm

Friday 14 Stations of the Cross, St. David’s Cathedral 12.00
Lenten Lunch and Talk The Cornerstone 1.30pm          
Liturgy of the Passion and Death of the Lord  
3.00pm

Saturday 15 Easter Vigil and First Mass of Easter St. David’s 
Cathedral  8.30pm

Sunday 16 Easter Day Mass at Cardiff Prison  9.00am
Easter Day Mass at St. David’s Cathedral 11.00am

Monday 17 Depart for HCPT Pilgrimage to Lourdes
Friday 21 Return from HCPT Pilgrimage to Lourdes
Saturday 22 Confirmation, St. Helen’s Caerphilly 6.30pm
Sunday 23 Confirmation, St. Alban’s Pontypool 11.00am
Wednesday 26 Meeting of Diocesan Chapter and Consultors, The 

Cornerstone  10.30
Friday 28 Depart for Bishops Conference in Rome

BEL – Belmont Abbey – The Retreats Secretary - email:
retreats@belmontabbey.org.uk or tel: 07799 811 646. All retreats begin with
Vespers at 6.00 pm – check-in at Hedley Lodge from mid afternoon
LL – Ty Croeso Centre, Llantarnam Abbey, Cwmbran tel: 01633 867317
PRC – Pastoral Resources Centre, 910 Newport Road, Rumney, Cardiff tel: 029
20360044
St.P – St Peter’s Church, St Peter’s Street, Cardiff CF24 3BA

Sunday 9 Palm Sunday  St David’s Metropolitan Cathedral 11am-12.20pm
Wednesday 12 Mass of the Chrism St David’s Metropolitan Cathedral 11.30am-

12.50pm
Thursday 13 Mass of the Lord’s Supper 6.30-7.30pm.
Friday 14 Good Friday Mass St David's Metropolitan Cathedral 3pm-4.45pm

Lenten Lunch and talk by Archbishop George The Cornerstone 
1.30pm

Saturday 15 Easter Vigil St David’s Metropolitan Cathedral 8.30-10.25pm
Sunday 16 Easter Sunday St David’s Metropolitan Cathedral 11am-12.25pm

To list Archdiocesan and Deanery Events in this Diary contact: Pastoral

Resources Centre, 910 Newport Road, Rumney, Cardiff CF3 4LL Tel: (029) 2036

5963 Fax (029) 2079 3172 email: publications@rcadc.org 

ARCHDIOCESAN
DIARY OF EVENTS

Over 150 students 
and parents meet
employers 
As part of British Science

Week 2017, the third annual

STEM Careers Event

continued to spark student

interest in employment in

the fields of Science,

Technology, Engineering

and Maths (STEM) at St

David’s College.

On 15th March, students,
their feeder schools and their
parents had the opportunity to
attend talks and have one-to-
one conversations with key
local employers and
universities. In addition, thanks
to a grant awarded to the
College from the British
Science Association, this
year’s event was open to the
wider public, demonstrating St
David’s commitment to being
a college for the whole
community.

In attendance this year were
representatives from Cardiff
University, Cardiff Metropolitan
University, University of South
Wales, University of Wales,
Trinity St David’s and
University of West England,
Bristol as well as key local
employers and professionals

ranging from scientists, patent
examiners, statisticians,
physiotherapists, opticians,
engineers and many more
were on hand to offer
guidance to students thinking
about higher education and
future careers in STEM.

This year St David's hosted
a series of talks where
students had the opportunity
to learn more about their
progression in STEM in
addition to specific career
choices. Guest speakers
included Sophie Timbers who
is the President of Cardiff
University Student Union, who
spoke about what life at
university is like, as well as Dr
Emma Yhnell, Prof. Haley
Gomez, Rae Pass and Dr
Lucy Sykes who spoke about
their roles as leading women
in scientific innovation.

The event was designed to
assist students in thinking
about their future career
pathways, to open their eyes
to jobs they may not be aware
of, and to aid their
progression to university. The
evening gave the students an
excellent opportunity to talk to
experts in their field and
discuss the possible routes
into that career. 

We want to give a special
thank you to all the exhibitors
who attended who made this
event possible and to the
British Science Association
who provided their financial
support for this event as part
of British Science Week 2017.

Following the event, the
employers and parents
commented:
“It was great to be at the event

and we were really busy all

evening – there seemed to be

a real interest and

engagement from your

students, which was a

wonderful experience.”

- Sera Evans-Fear, Marketing
and Student Recruitment,
University of South Wales 

“I was really impressed by

how well run the event was,

the student ambassadors and

staff were also excellent, very

friendly, welcoming and

helpful.

- Sam Baker, Quality
Engineering, GE Aviation 

“We thoroughly enjoyed this

event, your students are a

credit to you and it was a

pleasure to meet them.”

- Dr Cathryn Withycombe,
Cardiff School of Health
Sciences, Cardiff Metropolitan
University 

“The event was extremely well

organised with a wide variety

of career and degree options,

some of which he hadn't even

contemplated before

attending the event. It was

very interesting and

informative and the staff at the

college and their colleagues

on the stands were all

welcoming, enthusiastic, and

knowledgable. The evening

exceeded our expectations.”

- Parent of a September 2017
applicant

Employers in Attendance:

AECOM; BBC, Careers Wales,
Dow Corning, Engineering
Education, Scheme,
Intellectual Property Office, GE
Aviation, GE Healthcare, The
Landscape Institute, Quantum
Advisory, Renishaw, Royal Air
Force, MotionRail, MWH
Global, NeemBiotech, NHS,
South Wales Police,
Specsavers, SRK Consulting
Ltd.

Join us in the Cornerstone to witness the manhunt that changed the course of human history.

Risen follows the epic Biblical story of the Resurrection, as told through the eyes of a non-

believer. Clavius, a powerful Roman Military Tribune, and his aide Lucius, are tasked with

solving the mystery of what happened to Yahshua in the weeks following the crucifixion, in

order to disprove the rumors of a risen Messiah and prevent an uprising in Jerusalem.
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Editorial

We stand
together
against
terrorism!
The article on the front page of this
edition highlights the tragedy which
occurred in Westminster when innocent
people were mown down by a terrorist's
car and a gallant policeman lost his life
defending our democracy from an
unbalanced terrorist.

We in Cardiff pride ourselves in being
part of a multi-racial, multi religious
community, going back for over a
century when Somali sailors came to
our great trading port. 

We hold no truck with the unbalanced
extremists who claim that their actions
are justified in the name of Islam.

We join with our own Muslim
community in their condemnation of
such actions and stand shoulder to
shoulder with them as fellow Welsh
citizens.

And with our Muslim brothers and
sisters, and our Holy Father,we pray for
the victims of this terrorist outrage and
hope our joint prayers bring solace to
the families of the victims. 

Editorial Dr James Campbell - Editor, Pastoral Resources Centre, 910 Newport Road,
Rumney, Cardiff CF3 4LL 
Tel: (029) 20365963 Fax:(029) 2036 7192 Email: publications@rcadc.org
Articles to be received by 15th of the month for inclusion in the following month. 
Please use Microsoft Word for all documents.

Advertising Tel: 0151 709 7567

Designed & Produced Mersey Mirror, 36 Henry Street, Liverpool L1 5BS. 
Tel: 0151 709 7567 Fax: 0151 707 1678 Email: post@merseymirror.com

Your Catholic People…

Organisers of the Breakfast representing our Iraqi Catholic community in South Wales: from left to

right: Dr Bassam Fathoala, Mr Raad Halabia, Mrs Nagham Rassam, Dr Mazin Alfaham, Ms Rowayda

Halabia, Dr Nimat Bunni, Mrs Nagham Wahida and Mr Laith Khalaf.

We often forget that our early Christian

religion has its roots in what is now Iraq.

And we should remember that Iraq has a

Christian community which today faces

persecution. 

Earlier this month the Iraqi Catholic
community in South Wales held a
Mediterranean Breakfast to aid  Iraqi Christians
who have been persecuted and forced to flee

their homes.
It was held at the Holy Family Church, Carter

Place, Cardiff, and raised £1,150 to go towards
giving medical and other aid to our fellow
Christians.

If anyone wishes to help then a contribution
can be sent to Mr Laith Khalaf, 1 Roper Close,
Danescourt, Cardiff CF5 2RD (Telephone
07776 090075).

Food for thought!

The UK shares a common
agenda with the Holy See

On 19 September 2016, Mrs
Axworthy, presented her Letters of
Credence to His Holiness Pope
Francis, accrediting her as Her
Majesty’s Ambassador to the Holy
See. On presenting Credentials,
HM Ambassador Axworthy said:

“It will be a great privilege to
continue to build on the excellent
relations between the United
Kingdom and the Holy See, and
the many core values that we
share. Pope Francis is one of the
most, if not the most, respected
international leader. People pay
attention to what he is saying and
doing, and it is important that we
engage with him and the global
Holy See network. 

“We share a common agenda
with the Holy See and the
Catholic network. It’s very relevant
to many of the concerns that the
world is currently facing: from
conflict prevention to dialogue
between faiths, freedom of
religion or belief, international
development, climate change,
defeating modern slavery and
ending sexual violence in
conflict.” 

The Vatican is focused on
freedom of all religions, for
example speaking up for the
Muslims who face persecution in
Burma. The Catholic Church has
dialogues with a number of other
religions such as Shia and Sunni
Muslims.  SA 

Pope Francis seems to be a

superb communicator? JC 

The Pope is a very strong
communicator and addresses
problems directly. His reach and
influence goes far beyondand
influences not only Catholics but
those of other faiths or those who
are secular. He is very committed
to contacts connecting with
ordinary people. SA 

You recently talked to Catholic

prison chaplains? JC 

I was very impressed when they
told me about their work in
prisons. Of course the Pope
himself is a great example and
has visited prisons and has said
Mass in them. SA 

When I visit Rome, which is at

least once a year, I never fail to

be overwhelmed by the history

of this great city. JC 

History, including the Tudor period
is still very much alive in Rome
and people still ask me about
Henry VIII and Tudor
history. My history
degree is proving
useful. 

Relations with the

Vatican were broken

up over Henry VIII’s

divorce and the

breakaway from the

Catholic church.

When were relations

restored? JC 

Relations were
restored with the
Vatican in 1914. The Holy See is
very interested in the UK. For
example, people ask us about
Brexit and how it would affect the
UK. SA 

Have you had any thoughts

about a successor to Pope

Francis? JC 

The Pope has created 44
cardinals, many fromoutside
Europe and North America. They
will of course decide.   SA 

How have you adapted to

Rome? JC

It is one of the most beautiful
places in the world, packed full of
churches and monuments. It is a
great privilege to be here. SA 

How about your family life? JC 

I have four children, two at school
here and two in the UK. They all
love Rome and we get together
during holidays when the two in
the UK come to visit. One of the
nice things about this job is
exploring and learning new things.
For example I am very interested
in the various church orders. SA 

You are Cornish...very close to

being Welsh? JC 

One of the things I like to remind
people that Wales was one of the
first places to become Christian
and has some lovely holy places.
I love visiting Wales. SA 

Catholic People editor James Campbell visited Rome

recently and talked to our new Ambassador to the Holy See

Sally Axworthy MBE. Here, in the second part of a two-part

interview, the Ambassador discusses UK relationships with

the Vatican 

Our ambassador to the Holy See can

be followed through Twitter, for

example: 

Look forward to welcoming Prince of

Wales and Duchess of Cornwall when

they visit #HolySee in April. 

Follow our Ambassador on

https://twitter.com/SallyAxworthy
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“Our church is growing” 
– Archbishop George

S
urrounded by parishioners from all over the Archdiocese, all of

whom will be accepted into the church at the Easter Vigil Mass,

Archbishop George pointed to the welcome growth of the church.

His words came during  the Rite of election of Catechumens and the Call
to Continuing Conversion, at St David's Metropolitan Cathedral, on March 5.

In a moving ceremony candidates and their godparents were called
forward and individually welcomed by the Archbishop.

The godparents affirmed that the Catechumens were sufficiently prepared
to be enrolled among the elect for the coming celebration of Easter. The
book containing the names of those to be received into full communion at
Easter was carried in procession to the altar and Archbishop George asked
them to come forward with their sponsors.

A most moving occasion.

Chrism Mass unites
the Archdiocese 
On ‘Spy’ Wednesday of Holy Week, the priests and people of the

Archdiocese of Cardiff will gather together at St David’s Cathedral,

the mother church of the Archdiocese, uniting themselves with

Archbishop George Stack, for the celebration of the Chrism Mass,

always one of the most uplifting liturgies of the year.

In former times, prior to the publication of the revised Roman Missal in
1969, the Chrism Mass would simply be presided by the Archbishop,
assisted only by those priests chosen by him personally. The remainder of
the clergy, vested in choir dress, would sit in the Cathedral and quietly pray
the respective hour from the Divine Office.

Today, the Chrism Mass represents what the Ceremonial of Bishops
describes as the most visible manifestation of the unity of the local Church.
This unity of the local or diocesan Church is made present in a most
particular way when the diocesan Bishop celebrates Mass, concelebrated
by his brothers in the ministerial priesthood, assisted by the deacons and
other liturgical ministers, and surrounded by the people of God.

For those who have never had the privilege of going to the Chrism Mass,
the liturgy is marked by two important aspects. The first is the renewal of
promises by the priests of the diocese to serve faithfully the people of God
entrusted to them, those promises which they had first made at their
ordination. The second important aspect of this Mass is the blessing of the
oils of the Sick and of Catechumens, and the consecration of the Chris,
which may only be consecrated by a bishop. The oil of Chrism will be used
to anoint the hands of Bishops and Priests at their ordination as well as to
anoint those who will receive the sacrament of Confirmation from
Archbishop George. The oil of the sick used to anoint those suffering from
any kind of serious illness in homes and hospitals across the diocese, and
the oil of catechumens used for the sacraments of Christian Initiation at the
Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday night.

The Chrism Mass will be celebrated by Archbishop George on ‘Spy’
Wednesday 12th April 2017, at 11am, at St David’s Metropolitan Cathedral,
Cardiff . Everyone is most welcome to come.
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Cornerstone in line for
prime conservation award
The Cornerstone at St David’s has recently

been given another accolade in addition to

its increasing popularity and reputation for

good food and warm hospitality as well as

being an outstanding venue for meetings,

charity events and Cathedral outreach. 

The former Ebeneser chapel has been
shortlisted for one of the prestigious 2017
Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors Awards,
Wales. There are six categories covering
Buidling Conservation,Community
Benefit,Commercial, Design Through
Innovation, Regeneration and Tourism and
Leisure. The Cornerstone is one of three
buildings in the Building Conservation category
and is already recognised as an outstanding
example of conservation design and innovative
practice. 

Speaking of the nominations, the Chair of
RICS Awards Wales judging panel, Kevin
Thomas, said “These awards showcase the top
built environment projects in Wales, along with

the talent and skills of the teams behind them.
Every year I wonder how we are going to top
the previous year’s shortlist, but I am never
disappointed. Many of this year’s nominees are
unique and pioneering, and have transformed
local communities”.

In a little over three months, The Cornerstone
has already attracted a wide range of events
and users. Charity Functions, fund raising
events, entertainment and ‘The Pantry’
cafeteria are all proving popular beyond
expectation due, in no small part, to the
professionalism of the Spiro’s Catering team. 

Equally popular are the parish lunches, the
after mass coffees and the Lenten Friday
Bread and Soup lunches the proceeds of
which are supporting our Syrian Refugee
Program. School days and other educational
outreaches are being currently planned. ‘The
Cornerstone’ is already proving to be a unique
asset for the Cathedral, the Diocese and the
city at large.

Prince Charles officially opened The Cornerstone and unveiled a commemorative
plaque.

A meeting was held at Llantarnam Abbey to mark the closure of the Jubilee Year of

Mercy, and to celebrate the canonisation of Mother Teresa of Calcutta, whose Sisters, the

Missionaries of Mary from Dowlais, were present. 

The Mass was held in the beautiful Abbey chapel. Archbishop George was the celebrant,
assisted by Deacon Patrick Lobo OSB from Belmont Abbey, and Andrew Williams, a parishioner.

The singing was beautiful and the homily was memorable. Archbishop George based his
homily on women in the bible, and it was so inspiring and spiritual that at the request of the
sisters, each community will receive a copy for further meditation and contemplation. We thank
the Archbishop for being present to celebrate the Mass at our meeting. 

The Mass was followed by lunch provided by the Abbey for the 75 Sisters present. We owe
the Sisters of St Joseph a great debt of gratitude for their hospitality and generosity, and for the
privilege of sharing such a wonderful venue for our prayer, study and socialising. The meeting
finished at 3.00pm.

Cariad yw Duw -  Welsh retreat 2107 

Cynhelir Encil eleni ym mis Mehefin yn Nh  Croeso, Abaty Llantarnam. Y thema fydd
Cariad Duw a byddwn yn trafod y darn adnabyddus ar gariad sydd yn lythyr yr Apostol
Paul at y Corinthiaid (I Corinthiaid 13).
Mae croeso cynnes i bawb ymuno â’r encil ar 15 – 17 Mehefin. Bydd holl adnoddau T
Croeso ar gael i ni, gan gynnwys yr Offeren yng nghapel hardd yr Abaty, y gerddi hyfryd
a’r ystafelloedd en-suite. Mae awyrgylch arbennig o weddi yno, a bydd Esgob Edwin
Regan a’r Tad Allan R. Jones, CRIC yn ein harwain mewn myfyrdod dros y ddau ddiwrnod.
Y tesun fydd y cariad dwyfol sydd yn rhan o fyfyrdod y Pab Ffransis yn ei lythyr Amoris
Laetitia.
Am fwy o fanylion ac i gofrestru, cysylltwch â Carys Whelan cyn Sul y Pasg:
carys@caerdelyn.com neu 01446 772888.
This year’s Welsh language retreat at T  Croeso, Llantarnam Abbey will be held on June
15 – 17. The discussions will be led by Bishop Emeritus Edwin Regan and Fr Allan R
Jones, CRIC. The theme is the love of God focussing on Pope Francis’ meditation on I
Corinthians, 13 in his letter Amoris Laetitia. Stay for two days or visit for a day on Friday
16th. Contact Carys Whelan before Easter to reserve a place.

Encil yn Abaty Llantarnam

Mother Teresa 
canonisation celebrated

Guidelines for the
Preparation of 
Couples for Marriage 
New Guidelines for the

Preparation of Couples for

Marriage were officially

launched by the CBCEW

Marriage & Family Life National

Project Office during National

Marriage Week this year (7-

14th February).

The Guidelines included this
advice; ‘In a complex world where
the reality is that not all marriages
last, and on-going support is
essential, Pope Francis in his
Apostolic Exhortation Amoris
Laetitia, asks for greater effort on
the part of the whole Christian
community in welcoming and
preparing those who ask to be
married in Church. 

By saying ‘I do’ the couple
begin a journey that calls for great
courage, generosity and
commitment, and they need the
welcome, and practical, relational
and spiritual support of the
community not only at the start,
but throughout the seasons of
married life, to help them live out
their calling to a life-long, loving
and fruitful commitment. 

In response to the Pope’s call in
Amoris Laetitia, and as a fruit of
several years’ work, including a
survey of marriage preparation
providers and a conference
hosted by the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of England & Wales
in 2011, the Department for
Christian Responsibility and
Citizenship have published
‘Guidelines for the Preparation of
Couples for Marriage’. The
process proposed in the
Guidelines envisages a life-long
pastoral accompaniment by the
community – flexible and gradual,
meeting each couple where they
are, and walking alongside them
in a Christ-like, loving, steady,
reassuring way, in steps and
stages, at all times being assured
that the grace of God is at work. 

The Guidelines appreciate the
engaged couples’ need for
preparation in both the relational

and spiritual aspects of marriage,
encouraging them and equipping
them to make the best possible
start, with the assurance that they
do not make this journey alone –
family, friends, the community of
the Church, are there to support
them in their ‘life-long project’. 

Bishop Peter Doyle, Chair of the
Bishops’ Conference Committee
for Marriage and Family Life
commented: “...I am delighted that
we are launching these guidelines
in national Marriage Week. I hope
they will support the good work
going on in our communities to
welcome, accompany and help
young couples prepare for a
lifelong, fruitful and happy
marriage. As Pope Francis has
said, often they are left to their
own devices, but it’s precisely at
this time that they need our
closeness and strong spiritual
support. We have a great
opportunity to rediscover together
the beauty of marriage and family
life according to God's plan.”
• The Guidelines encourage
whole communities to develop
their shared vision for marriage,
and marriage preparation, as
essential to the life and mission of
the Church in their particular
place. Everyone involved needs to
be well trained and well informed,
allowing for a flexibility of
approaches in delivery and
content. 
• The Guidelines, intended to be
descriptive rather than
prescriptive, suggest a range of
actions for parishes and dioceses,
including the development of
marriage preparation ‘teams’ with
clergy and lay people sharing
together in accompaniment of
marriage and family life.’ 

For further information please
see the MFL Website at the
CBCEW:
http://www.catholicfamily.org.uk/w
hat-we-do/marriage/marriage-
preparation/guidelines-for-
marriage-preparation 
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FUNERAL SERVICES

Caerphilly
Funeral Services

Parc Avenue, Caerphilly
Independent Family Funeral Director

• Complete Funeral Service •
• Private Rest Rooms •

• Personal care and attention day or night •

We are pleased to serve the Catholic 
community in Caerphilly and surrounding areas.

Tel: (029) 2086 2100

Wanted for the
Missions

Large Statues (Even damaged
ones), old vestments, pictures,
church fittings, rosaries, prayer

books, religious books, relics etc.

Please ring 
Mr. B. Ferris KSC, 

102 Moor St, Earlsdon, 
Coventry CV5 6EY
Tel: 02476 676986

To advertise in the next issue
of The Catholic People

please call 
0151 709 7567

Better Relationships,
Better Lives

Marriage Care provides professional
relationship counselling and marriage
preparation. 
For an appointment please call: 
0800 389 3801
To help us in our mission to 
support couples please email:
volunteer@marriagecare.org.uk

H. TOVEY • J. TOVEY
J. CORTEN • R. DALE

K. FOSTER • D. O’CONNELL

01633 266848
Newport Funeral Home,

9/11 Cardiff Road, Newport
(opposite Royal Gwent Hospital)

www.toveybros.co.uk

A trusted family business serving 
local families and the community in

South East Wales for six generations

Archdiocese tackles
chronic housing shortage

The Archdiocese of Cardiff has

cooperated with the Taff

Housing Association to help

address the chronic shortage of

affordable housing in the city. 

The site of the former Sacred
Heart Church in Leckwith was
sold to the Taff Housing
Association in order to create
sixteen one bedroomed flats and
three three bedroomed family
homes which should be occupied
at the end of April. 

Part of the developmental work

was to provide an archaeological
survey of the site and produce a
photographic record of both
church and presbytery before
these were demolished. 

The complex has been named
‘Church Court’ and, in addition to
providing worthy homes for those
in housing need, has made a
valuable contribution to the built
environment of the Leckwith area.
The photos show the almost
completed work on this attractive
development.

On March 20, the Diocesan Evangelisation Team met for the

last time in its current form.  

For more than three years the team has met regularly on Third
Mondays. It has flourished and scored notable successes. Now
the team has grown to the point where it is time to divide into
new working groups, to give everyone the chance to make a full
contribution. One group will plan regular prayer events to support
evangelisation. Another will look at training needs across the
whole diocese. A third will focus on what can be done at the
Cornerstone. These new groups will work from Easter onwards.

Keep FIT for Mission: Fellowship, Intercession and Training on
the first Monday of each month. Monday, 3rd April 2017 “How to
share a Testimony.” - 1.30 pm at the Cornerstone: This session
will be repeated at 7.30 pm at St Philip Evans, Llanedeyrn.

Friday, April 21st   2.30 pm and 7pm at the Cornerstone:
Showing of the film “Risen”. Risen is a 2016 American biblical
drama film directed by Kevin Reynolds. The film stars Joseph
Fiennes, Tom Felton, Peter Firth, and Cliff Curtis, and details a
Roman soldier’s search for Jesus’ body following his
Resurrection. It is suitable for youngsters aged 12 and above.
Entry is free and snacks will be available. Everyone who attends
an Easter weekend Mass in Cardiff City will be offered an
invitation flier.

This month’s Topical Tip:

Speak about God and His marvellous works in your daily lives,
bring Him up in a casual way in your everyday conversations,
acknowledging Him as the giver of all good gifts, as the One who
answers prayers, as the One who directs the course of our lives
when we submit to His all-loving plan. Meaning it from the heart;
saying things such as “Thank God”, “God willing”, “I pray that...”;
letting those around you know that you believe in a God of love,
mercy and care, a God they too can and should draw near to in
times of trouble – indeed, at any time.

Diocesan Evangelisation
Team - new working groups 

National pilgrimage
to celebrate Our
Lady at Fatima
By Fr Jason Jones

Sacred Heart Menevia 

This year the Church celebrates the

Centenary of the apparitions of Our Lady at

Fatima Portugal. 

To mark this great event, the World
Apostolate of Fatima England and Wales
WAF, is arranging for the National Pilgrim
Statue with the Relics of the seers Blessed
Francisco and Blessed Jacinta to travel around
Wales and England.

On Saturday 5th May the Statue will be
welcomed to St Davids Metropolitan Cathedral
for the 10am Mass and will remain at the
Cathedral until the Vigil Mass and be present
for the Sunday Morning Choral Mass. 

On the Saturday, the Rosary and devotions
will take place together with veneration of the
Relics and enrollment into the Brown Scapular. 

At 3pm on Sunday 6th May, it is hoped that
a procession with the Statue will take place
from the Cathedral on Charles Street to the the
Gardens of Nazareth House for May
Procession, Rosary  and Crowning. This will
conclude with the 6pm University Mass. 

The Statue was crowned by Cardinal Nichols
on 18th February at Westminster cathedral to
inaugurate the Centenary celebrations. In an
over flowing cathedral the Cardinal said “The
Statue of Our Lady of Fatima is on a journey
around the cathedrals of England and Wales in
these coming months. I pray that this will be a
time of grace for many, as they honour Our
Lady of Fatima in this centenary year.” 

On Wednesday 10th May at 9pm the Statue
and relics will be the focus for the annual
candlelit procession at Belmont Abbey.                             

The Month of May will close with the visit of
the Statue and Relics to the Welsh National
Shrine of Our Lady of the Taper at Cardigan
Saturday May 27th 10am and then to the
Diocese of Menevia and the Cathedral Church
of St Joseph for the Vigil Mass and Sunday
Masses 27th/28th May. 

For Further information please contact

Father Jason Jones. Spiritual Director for

Wales of the World Apostolate of Fatima

Church of the Sacred Heart, School Road,

Morriston, Swansea SA6 6HZ email

corjesutreforys@yahoo.com
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Welsh National 
Pilgrimage Lourdes 2017
Interested in going on pilgrimage? 

Our Lady calls us to come to Lourdes in

prayer, procession and penance - can you

respond to this call? 

Come and join us on the Welsh National
Pilgrimage to Lourdes! 

Archbishop George Stack (Cardiff) & Bishop
Tom Burns (Menevia) are leading this years
pilgrimage to the shrine of Our Lady of
Lourdes. 

The theme for all pilgrimages in Lourdes this
year is “the Lord has done great things for me”. 

A spiritual programme of events includes
Mass at the Grotto, participation in the Blessed
Sacrament and Torchlight processions, a Mass
with anointing, stations of the Cross,
international mass and a visit to the Baths. In
addition there is time to explore Lourdes, to
relax with other pilgrims as well as
opportunities for walking
tours lead by our JWT
reps.

Flying from Cardiff on
Sunday 23rd July to spend
five nights in Lourdes
before returning on 28th
July. We use three hotels
and prices are range from
£669 based on two people
sharing. Single
supplements are available.

We also have spaces for
assisted pilgrims - do you
know of anyone who
needs to go to Lourdes
and requires a little bit of
extra care? Our medical /
carers team and youth and
adult helpers provide care

in the St Frai, a special facility designed to
cater for assisted pilgrims. 

We are always on the look out for helpers to
join our team - both adult and youth. Could you
or someone you know take up this challenge?
If you are interested please contact us for
further information. 

Bookings can be made online via our
website or by phoning 01495 243304.
Application forms can also be found on the
website. 

Keep an eye on our website for further
information and upcoming news, preparations
and events for our pilgrimage at
http://www.welshnationalpilgrimage.uk 

Any queries, questions or expressions of

interest can be made to

welshnationalpilgrimage@gmail.com or

01495 243304

Catholic Teachers Learning Together…
The Archdiocese of
Cardiff’s Religious
Education
Department, led by
Fr Bernard Sixtus, is
very keen for
schools to work in
school improvement
groups (SIGs) in
order to share good
practice in RE.

Schools throughout
the Archdiocese have
been placed into groups. One group encompasses the schools of: St Mary’s & St
Patrick’s Maesteg, Holy Family, St Patrick’s, St John Lloyd, St Bernadette’s, St
Alban’s, Cardiff, St Michael’s Pontypridd and St Illtyd’s & St Mary’s Merthyr.

Recently these schools met at St Mary’s & St Patrick’s in Maesteg where
Headteacher Mrs Jackie Phillips and RE Co-ordinators Maria Browne and Nicola
Kelly Fisher had helped their staff to organise a day of sharing good practice in
RE. 

The teachers and Heads of the SIG group saw acts of collective worship in
Foundation Phase, with Nursery & Reception classes sharing an outdoor worship
with the theme of ‘Growing in Lent’. The Year 1 Class shared a worship about the
Stations of the Cross with the theme of ‘Helping Hands and Helping Hearts.’
Teachers then visited the FP classrooms to watch a variety of follow up activities
and to observe the classroom RE displays and interactive prayer foci. The Y2
Class shared activities related to Palm Sunday. 

Fr Michael Doyle, Parish Priest, also viewed some of the sessions and kindly
allowed the teachers to hold work moderation sessions in his presbytery. In the
afternoon Fr Bernard joined the group to observe Key Stage 2 teachers
demonstrating the teaching of RE using’ Lego and ICT’ using the story of the
Garden of Gethsemane (Y3), developing pupil active participation in the Last
Supper using a Creative Schools’ Project (Y4), using ICT games to develop
thinking about ‘changing’ in Lent and song writing through RE (Y5) and using Ten
Ten resources to develop a Y6 lesson about the Our Father.

St Mary’s & St Patrick’s have been a pilot school for using Ten Ten resources to
further develop practice in collective worship,  so they were able to share their
expertise in this field.

The day was a most enjoyable one
and the teachers who attended stated
that they had received a very warm
welcome and had gained lots of new
creative  ideas and experiences in order
to further develop their own RE teaching
and worship. Mrs Phillips, Head of St
Mary’s & St Patrick’s said that both  her
team and her wonderful pupils were
delighted to share their good practice
with others.

RE Co-ordinators who attended the Inset Day at St Mary’s
& St Patrick’s

Y3 pupils using lego to create the story
of the Garden of Gethsemane


